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“4 HERE have been many and laudable En- 
deavours of late Years, by fundry Au- 
thors, under different CharaGers, and of 
different Inclinations and Capacities, to 

improve the World, by Half-theet Advertifements, 
in Learning, Wit, and Politicks; but thefe Works 
have not attentively enough regarded the fofter Af- 
fe&tions of the Mind, which being properly raifed 
and awakened, make way for the Operation of all 
good Arts. 

After mature Deliberation with my felf upon this 
Lae ey Ihave thought, that if I could trace the 
Paffion or Affedtion of Love, through all its Joys’ 
and Inquietades, through all the Stages and Cir- 
curmftances of Life, in both Sexes, with ftri& re- 
{pe& to Virtue and Innocence, | thould, by a juft 
Reprefentation and Hiftory of that one Paffion, iteal 
into the Bofom of my Reader, and build upon it 
all the Sentiments and Refolutions which incline 
and qualify us for every thing that is truly Excel- 
lent, Great, and Noble, 

All You, therefore, who arein the dawn of Life, 
as to Converfation with a faithlets and artful 
World, attend to one who has paffed through al- 
moft all the Mazes of it, ‘and is familiarly acquaint- 

“ed with whatever can. befal you in the puriuit of 

Love: |f-you diligentiy obferve me, [ will teach 
you to: avoid the Temptations of lawlefs Detire, 
which leads to Shame and’ Sorrow, and carry you 
into the Paths of Love,: which will condué 
you to Honour and Happinefs. This Paffion is the 
Source of our Being, and as it is {o, it is alfo the 
Support of it; for all the Adventures which they 
«meet with who {werve from Love, carry them fo 
far out of the Way of their true Being, which cannot 
pleafingly pafs on when it has deviated from the 
‘Roles ef honourable Paffion. 

Miy Purpofe therefore, ‘under this Title, is to Write 
offach things only which ought to pleafe all Men, e- 
ven asMen;and I thall never hope for prevailing under 
this Chara&ter of Lover from my Force inthe Rea- 
fon effer’d, but as that Reafon makes for the Hap- 
pinefs and Satisfa€tion of the Perfon to whom I 
addrefs. My Reader isto be my Mifttefs, and I 
fhall siways endeavour to turnany Thoughts fo as 
that. there thall be nothing in my Writings too fe- 
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vere to be fpoken before one unacquainted with 


Learning, or too light to be dwelt upon before one 


who is either fixed already in the Paths of Virtue, 
or defirous to walk in them for the future.” 

My Affiftants, in this Work, are Perfons whofe .’ 
Condu& of Lite has turned upon the Incidents 
which have occured to them from this agretable or 
lamentable Paffion, as they refpectively ate apt’ to 
call it, from the Impreffion it has left upon their 
Imaginations, and which mingles in all their Words 
and A@ions. 

It cannot be fuppofed the Gentienren can be cal-. 
led by their real Names, in fo publick a manner :as 
this is. But the Heroe of my Story, now tt the 
full Bloom of Life, and feen every Day in. afl: the 
Places of Refort, fhall bear the Name of one 
of our Brittifo Rivers, which wathes his Eftate; 
as 1 defign this Paper fhall be a Pi@ture of famifi- 
ar Life, I fthall avoid Words derived from: leacn+ 
ed Languages, or ending in’ Foreign Terminati+ 
ons: | fhall thun alfo Names fignificant of the Per* 
fon’s Chara&ter of whom I talk; a Trick ufed by 
Play-wrights, which’ l have long thought no better 
4 Device than that of under writing the Name of 
an Animal on a Poft, which the Painter conceived 
too delicately drawn to’be knowa by common 
Eyes, by his Delineation of its Limbs. 

Mr. Severz is now in thetwenty fifth Year of hisAge, 
a Gentleman of great Modeity and Cougage, which 
arethe radical Virtues which lay the folid Foundation 
for agoodChara&ter andBehaviour both in publick and 
private. | will not, at this time, makethe Reader any 
further acquainted with him than from this Particular, 
that he extreamly affeéts the Converfation of Ped- 
ple of Merit who are advanced in Years, and 
treats every Woman of Condition, who is paft be- . 
ing entertained onthe foot of Hom:ge to her Beau- 
ty, fo refpe&fully, that in his Company fhe can 
never give her felt the Compun@tion of having loft 
any thing which made her agreeable. This natural 
Gocdnets has gained him many Hearts, which have 
agreeable Perfons to give with them: I megan, Mo- 
thers have a Fondnets for him, and with tat Fond- 
nefs could be gratified by his Paffion to their 
Daughters. Were you to vifit him in a Morning, 
you would certainly find fome awkard thing of 
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Bafinels, fome old Steward, or -diftant Retaing to 
a Great Family, who hasaPropofalto make tohim, 
not (you may be fure) coming from the Perton who 
fent hig, bit only in géneral to know whether he 
is engaged: i ia , 
Meg de ver: has at thistimg Patterns fent him of all 
the young Women in Town; andI, who am of 
his Council in thefe Matters, have read his Parti- 
culars of Women brought him, not from profefled 
Undertakers that way, but from thpfe who are un- 
der no Neceflity’ of felling immediately, but fuch 
who have Daughters a good Way under Twenty, 
that can ftay for a Market, and fend in their Ac- 
coutit of “the Lady, in general Terms only: As 
that the is fo Old, fo Tall, worth fo much down, 
* and has two Batchelor Unkles ( one a rich Mer- 
chant) that will nevet “Marry; her Maiden-Aunt 
loves her mightily, and has very fine Jewels, and 

* thetikes- Ihave obferved in thefe Accounts, when 
the Fortune is not fuitable, they fubjoin a Poft- 
{cript, the is very Handfome; if the is Rich and 
Defe&tive as to’ Charms, they add, the is very 
Good. 

“Bartwas going to fay, That Mr. Severs having the 
good Senfe to affe& the Converfation of thofe el- 
der than himfelf, paffes fome Time at a Club, which 
(with himfelf) cuntitts of Five; whom we hhall 
name as follows... 

. dit. Ofwald, a. Widower, who has within thefe 
few, Months buried: a molt agreeable. Woman, who 
tvas his beloved Wife, and is indulged by this Com- 
ig fal fpeak, of her in, the Terms the deferved 
of, him, with allowance to mingle Family-Tales 
coneerning, the, Merit of his Children, and the 
Ways and Methods he defigns to take, to Confule 
a-painful and lonely Being, after the lofs ot this 
Gompanion, which tempered all his. Sorrows, and 
gave new Senfe and Spirit to his SatisfaGions. 

. Mr,: Mallet, aGeutleman, who inthe moft plenti- 
fal Fortune, feems.to, tafte very litle of Life, be- 
caufe, he bas loft a Lady whom he paflionately lo- 
ved,;and by whom,he had no Children ; he is the 
lait of a great Honfe, and tho’ he wants not many 
Months. of Fifty, is much fought by Ladies as 
bright. as any of the Sex; but as he is no Fool, but 
is tenfible they compare his Years with their own, 
and. have a mind to Marry him, becaufe they have 
a mind to. Bury him, he is as. froward, excepti- 
ous. and. humourfome as e’er a Beauty of ’em all: 
J, who.am intimate with, set as well as Severn, 
know that many of the fame Women have been 
offered to him of Fifty, in cafe of lofs of him at 
Five and Twenty;,and fome perhaps with an Eye 
of having them both : For-they prudently judge, 
that when AZgllez is dead, it may then be time e- 
noegh tor Severn to Marry ; and a Lady’s Maid can 
obferve that many.a likelier Thing has come to 
pals, shan that, her young Miftrefs may have both 
thofe Gentlemen. 

Mr.. ‘Fobufon isa Gentleman happy in the Con- 
verfation of an.excellent Wife, by whom he has a 
numerous Offspring ; and the manner of fubjeGting 
his Defires to his Circumftances, which are not too 
plentiful, may give Occafion in my fature Difcour- 
fes to draw many, Incidents of Domeftick . Life, 
which may be as agreeable to the reft of the young 

fen of this Nation, as they are to the well difpo- 
fed Mir. Severn. 

The fourth Man of this little Affembly is Mr. 
Wildgoofe, an, old Batchelor, who has lived to the 
$34 Year of his Age, after being difappointed in 


Love at his 23d. That Torment of Mind frets out 
in little DiffatisfaGtions aud Uneafineffes againft e- 
very thing elfe, without adminiftring Remedy to 
the Ail itfelf, which {till fefters in his"Heaig, and 
would be infupportafle, were it not cooled iby the 
Society of the sothefs abovementioned, Al poor 
old Maid is one, who has long been the Odje& of 
Ridicule,’ her Humours and Particularities afford 
much Matter to the Facetious; but the old Batche- 
lor has ten times more of the {plenatick and ridicu- 
lous, as heis converfanein targer Scenes of Life, and 
has more Opportunities to diffafe his Folly, and 
confequently can ‘vex and delight People in more 
Veiws, than an ancient Virgin of the other-Sex: 
The fifth and laft of this Company, is my dear 
Self, who oblige the World with this Work. But 
as it has been frequently obferved, that the Fine 
Gentleman of a Play has always fomething in him 
which is of near Alliance to the real Charaéter of 
the Author, I thall not pretend to be wholly above 
that Pleafure, but fhall in the next Paper principal- 
ly talk of my Self, and fatisfie my- Readers how 
well I am qualified to be the Secretary of Love. 
| had ordered my Bookfeller to adorn the Head 
of my Paper with little sg) broken Arrows, 
Fans thrown away, and other Enfigns Armorial of 
the Ifle of Paphos, for the Embellifhment of my 
Work; but as I am a young Anther; and pretend 
to no, other but to be an happy Imitator of :one 
who went before me, he would not be atahat 
Charge; when I failed there [ defired him only to 
let the Paper be gilded, but he faid that was.a new 
Thing, and it would be taken: to be-written by a Per- 
fon of Quality, which, 1 know not for what Reafon, 
the Bidliopules are alfo very averfe to, and I:was 
denied my fecond Requeft. . However,. this. did not 
difcourage me, and I was refolved to came .out ; 
not without fome particuler. Hopes,.that, if 1 had 
not fo many Admirers, | might, poffibly, have more 


-Cuftomers than that Predeeeffor, whom, prote(s 


to imitate; for there are many more who. can feel 
what will touch the Heart, than who, can. receive 
what would improve the Head. 

I therefore defign to be the Comfort: and Confo- 
lation of all Perfons in a languithing Condition, 
and will receive the Complaints of all.the faithful 
Sighers in. City, Town, or,Country; firmly belie- 
ving, that as bad as the World:is, there are as 
Conttant ones within the Cities of London and Weft- 


‘minfter,as ever wandered .in.thePlains of Arcadia, 


1 thall in my next Paper, (as well as 1.can fpere 
it, from talking of my felf ) tell.che World how 
to communicate their Thoughts to me, which will 
very properly come im with the Defcgiption. of my 
Apartment, and the Furniture of, it, nogecher with 
the Account.ot my Perfon it felf, which-thall make 
up the fecond Paper or Chapter, and fall be placed 
before the Errata of this, I: have nothing further 
to fay now, but am willing to make. an ead of this 
Leaf as Quaintly as poffible, being the firft; and 
therefore would have it go off like an A@ in a Play, 
with a Couplet ; but the Spirit of shat will. be 
wholly in the Power of the Reader,, who muft 
quicken his Voice heresbouts, like an A@or help- 
ing an empty Verfe with lively Hand, Foot, and 
Voice, at once, at his Exit; and if he is reading 
to Ladies, fay briskly, That, with regard ‘to the 
greateft Part of Mankind, ABD 
Foreign is every Character befide ; 

But that of Lover every Man bas try’d. 
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